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about what is said behind his back, but that is only
true so long as what is said behind his back does not
seriously injure his character and earning power,
which is precisely what the ordinary tittle tattle
does in the case of a woman, and this is the reason
why since 1891 women are entitled to claim damages
for slander as regards chastity without proving
special damage.

Fitzjanies Stephen never seems quite to realise
that although coercion may stimulate the stronger
members of society into resistance yet the effect
on the weaker members, who are certainly a large
majority,' is to produce hypocrisy and secretiveness.
He deliciously satirises the attitude which Mill
thinks society should take up to "experiments in
living?? by an imaginary dialogue between the State
and the pimp. Yet even Stephen's masterly irony
cannot mask the fact that the pimp is in all respects
far more dangerous if he is working secretly. The
other day I received a very silly pamphlet from a
man who apparently proposed to found a large secret
society for polygamy in order to increase the English-
speaking races to such an extent that the g|n]be
would be painted entirely red. Much as I dislike
such nonsense, especially as it offends against every
doctrine of " live and let live " and is at the root of
the German auto-intoxication which has convulsed
Europe, I feel it far better that this pamphlet should
be printed and circulated without legal penalties
than that it should be suppressed, and that people
who feel like the pamphleteer should secretly con-
spire for some equally absurd and immoral purpose.
Secretiveness and hypocrisy disintegrate a society